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24 March 2021 
 
 
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19): UPDATE ON LEARNER JOURNEY TASKFORCE MEETING- 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR FURTHER EDUCATION (FE) AND HIGHER EDUCATION (HE) 
STUDENTS 

 
Dear Convener, 
 
As I promised in my letter to you of 19 March, I am writing to provide an update on the work 

of the Learner Journey Task Force, and specifically in relation to Scottish Government 
support for HE and FE students to complete their courses. 
 
The Scottish Government, Colleges and Universities have committed to continue to do 

everything we can to support students to complete their courses by the time originally 
planned. 
 
I can confirm to the Committee, that a package of further support for Further (FE) and Higher 

Education (HE) students will be available to provide reassurance that they can complete 
their studies where these have been impacted by the Covid-19 restrictions. We know that 
many students are facing uncertainty due to the pandemic, with some having to extend 
courses and complete placements.  

 
Full-time HE students will be eligible to receive a guaranteed one off COVID-19 payment of 
up to a maximum of £1,600 for additional study of 16 weeks or less. HE students who 
require extension beyond 16 weeks can apply to SAAS and continue to receive the standard 

monthly package of bursary, grant, loan and fees until their extended course date ends.  This 
extension will not impact the additional year of support available to students commonly 
referred to as +1 year.  
 

The Scottish Funding Council (SFC) has already confirmed that full-time FE students will 
continue to receive their standard package of support for any extended study, until this date 
ends. 
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Discretionary Hardship Funding remains available to all students via applications to their 
college or university.   

A letter will also be issued today to all Higher Education students to promote the additional 

funding measures and provide information on the Phased Return and Easter travel 
arrangements. 

Further information can be found on www.studentinformation.gov.scot 

Yours sincerely, 

RICHARD LOCHHEAD 
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